§86.406

(ii) Mailed; or

(iii) Sent by facsimile transmission.

(2) If a scheduled filing date falls on
a Saturday, Sunday, or Federal holi-
day, the filing deadline is the next Fed-
eral business day.

(e) A party filing by facsimile trans-
mission is responsible for confirming
that a complete and legible copy of the
document was received by the Depart-
ment.

(f) If a document is filed by facsimile
transmission, the Secretary or the des-
ignated Department official, as appli-
cable, may require the filing of a fol-
low-up hard copy by hand-delivery or
by mail within a reasonable period of
time.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1145g)
[67 FR 56795, Nov. 30, 1992]

§86.406 What must the ALJ do if the
parties enter settlement negotia-
tions?

(a) If the parties to a case file a joint
motion requesting a stay of the pro-
ceedings for settlement negotiations or
for the parties to obtain approval of a
settlement agreement, the ALJ grants
the stay.

(b) The following are not admissible
in any proceeding under this part:

(1) Evidence of conduct during settle-
ment negotiations.

(2) Statements made during settle-
ment negotiations.

(3) Terms of settlement offers.

(c) The parties may not disclose the
contents of settlement negotiations to
the ALJ. If the parties enter into a set-
tlement agreement and file a joint mo-
tion to dismiss the case, the ALJ
grants the motion.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1145g)

§86.407 What are the procedures for
scheduling a hearing?

(a) If the THE requests a hearing by
the time specified in §86.304(a)(3), the
designated Department official sets the
date and the place.

(b)(1) The date is at least 15 days
after the designated Department offi-
cial receives the request and no later
than 45 days after the request for hear-
ing is received by the Department.

(2) On the motion of either or both
parties, the ALJ may extend the period
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before the hearing is scheduled beyond
the 45 days specified in paragraph (b)(1)
of this section.

(c) No termination takes effect until
after a hearing is held and a decision is
issued by the Department.

(d) With the approval of the ALJ and
the consent of the designated Depart-
ment official and the IHE, any time
schedule specified in this section may
be shortened.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1145g)

[66 FR 33581, Aug. 16, 1990, as amended at 61
FR 66225, Dec. 17, 1996]

§86.408 What are the procedures for
conducting a pre-hearing con-
ference?

(a)(1) A pre-hearing conference may
be convened by the ALJ if the ALJ
thinks that such a conference would be
useful, or if requested by—

(i) The designated Department offi-
cial; or

(ii) The IHE.

(2) The purpose of a pre-hearing con-
ference is to allow the parties to settle,
narrow, or clarify the dispute.

(b) A pre-hearing conference may
consist of—

(1) A conference telephone call;

(2) An informal meeting; or

(3) The submission and exchange of
written material.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1145g)

[656 FR 33581, Aug. 16, 1990, as amended at 61
FR 66225, Dec. 17, 1996]

§86.409 What are the procedures for
conducting a hearing on the
record?

(a) A hearing on the record is an or-
derly presentation of arguments and
evidence conducted by an ALJ.

(b) An ALJ conducts the hearing en-
tirely on the basis of briefs and other
written submissions unless—

(1) The ALJ determines, after review-
ing all appropriate submissions, that
an evidentiary hearing is needed to re-
solve a material factual issue in dis-
pute; or

(2) The ALJ determines, after review-
ing all appropriate submissions, that
oral argument is needed to clarify the
issues in the case.

270



